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Civil Society Statement 
25th PCB Meeting, Geneva 

Statement made by: 

Ms. Prudence Mabele 
Executive Director 
Positive Women's Network 
 

Thank you Chair, Honourable delegates  

I would like the board members to appreciate the enormity of the shift in Policy that has 
been made in South Africa, this is the Dawn of the New ERA .let the board know that I 
and my civil society colleagues from South Africa pleased with Michael Sidibe 
responding to the change environment and providing leadership to the international 
community, 

Now we need the international community to honour its commitment of support, 
support to provided more coordinated technical support, financial support     

Some key changes announced by the president include: 

1) Providing ART to all people co-infected with TB/HIV at a CD4-count of 350. 

While we welcome the decision to initiate treatment for all people co-infected with HIV 
and TB with a CD4 count of 350 cells/mm3 or lower, TAC will continue to campaign for 
the provision of treatment to all HIV-positive people with a CD4 count of 350 cells/mm3 
or lower irrespective of their TB status. This is in accordance with World Health 
Organisation recommendations. 

2) Providing all infants under 12 months with antiretroviral treatment (ART) 

Civil Society welcomes the changes made to the paediatric treatment guidelines. 
Following the compelling findings of the Children with HIV Early Treatment study, TAC 
has been campaigning for the provision of antiretroviral treatment for all infants under 
one year of age. 

  
3) Providing pregnant women with CD4 counts above 350 with prevention 
of mother-to-child treatment from 14 weeks. 

The changes to the PMTCT regimen indicate government's commitment to eradicating 
new pediatric infections. However, in addition to improving the prenatal regimen, policy 
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improvements are also needed for postpartum vertical transmission. Various options 
are possible here which civil society will address in more detail in a PMTCT briefing that 
we will release early in 2010. 

While we welcome the new guidelines, they do not address the urgent need to update 
the current first-line treatment regimen. CIVIL SOCIETY will continue to campaign to 
have tenofovir-based three-in-one once-daily pills introduced as part of the standard 
first-line regimen by July 2010.  

 As the new guidelines are implemented in facilities across the country it is critical to 
improve the monitoring and evaluation of both the HAART and PMTCT programmes. At 
a minimum we must aim for complete quarterly district-level information on the 
numbers of people initiated on these programmes, median baseline CD4 count, median 
change in CD4 count, number of people lost-to-follow-up, number of deaths and 
number of children born to HIV-positive women who have been tested. 

President Zuma will face challenges ahead to ensure that these are not just changes to 
policy but are implemented in all facilities across the country. We call on government to 
strengthen health systems to implement the improved treatment guidelines.  

Civil Society in South Africa is committed to working with government to address 
capacity constraints to improve the response to HIV. TAC further supports government’s 
call for all South Africans to take responsibility for their own health and get tested and 
access treatment for HIV. Knowing your status will allow you to make informed 
decisions to protect your own health, the health of your sexual partner and the health 
of your baby. 

We also have a Prevention Revolution as we are planning to scale up the testing by 
testing 28 million people in South Africa, we support the Deputy President as SANAC 
chair and minister of health we know that it can be done as we are doing what we said 
in our National Strategic Plan 2007-2011 .This is indeed “the know you Epidemic 
campaign” that UNAIDS talks about South Africa is ready the civil society is ready to 
work with all of you including business and all governments,  

  

ALUTA CONTINUA! 

-- 
 
 


